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school. The Hindoos have given them the name of Vedyavhan, or magic
builders.

The entrance to the ravine of Ourwha'i is guarded towards the plain by a
line of massive ramparts, constructed by the Emperor Shemsoodeen Altamsh
in the year 1235 ; at the foot of which are some deep wells of excellent water.
They are round, and of an immense diameter; and a winding staircase in the
stone wall descends to the level of the water. These also are the work of Jain
architects.

Leaving the fortress and going round to the south-east face of the mountain,
you find another interesting group of Jam sculptures. The surface of the rock,
to a distance of two hundred paces, has been dressed so as to form a smooth
and even wall; and the excavations extend along the lower portion of this wall,
opening on to a small ter-
race built on the slope of
the hill. The first group
on the left comprises nine
colossal statues of Tirthan-
kars, thirty feet in height,
placed in a niche, with a
wall in front of it pierced
with doors, which conceals
most of them. The heads
of these statues have been
much mutilated by the Mus-
sulmans. Thence you pass
into a small chamber, con-
taining some bas-reliefs and
the figure of a Tirthankar
in a crouching posture. A
door in this chamber leads
to a tank, which is exca-
vated in the interior of                                    JAyN EMBLEMS.
the mountain. Following

the paved footpath which surrounds the tank> you come to another chamber,
of larger dimensions, which is entirely occupied by a statue of Adinath, thirty-
five feet high. The idol is encompassed by richly sculptured decorations, and
the cushion on which it is seated bears a long inscription; while a stream
of light falls on its face from a window ornamented with pilasters, placed high
up in the wall. On one side of this room is a long alcove, in which are nine
colossal figures of Tirthankars, standing in a row; and above each statue there
is a canopy of richly sculptured stone. This part of the mountain contains no
less than twelve of these rooms, in each of which one or more colossal statues
is to be found. Most of these are from twenty to thirty feet high; and I
measured ofte, the face of which was no less than five feet in length. The
heads of some of these statues are encircled with crowns of serpents; others
wear on the top of their mitres the Kalpa Vrish, or tree of science, which
consists of three branches, and deserves attention on account of its resemblance
to the mystic symbol of $he Buddhists,

